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NEW VIEW                  Winter 2009 

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF THE ORANGES AND SHORT HILLS 
 
Grant is making a Difference to Families 
at East Orange Public Library  
 

Work has begun to revamp facilities in the Juniors’ Room at East Orange 
Public Library, thanks to a $40,000 grant from the Junior League of the 
Oranges and Short Hills (JLOSH). The funds will help renovate the Toddler 
Area to create an inviting space and more child-friendly facilities.   
 
At a ceremony marking the hand-over of the check on December 4, JLOSH 
President Elizabeth Duncan Pederson said:  “The new facilities will create a 
wonderful, welcoming and comfortable space for young children and their 
families, and hopefully inspire a lifelong love of books. 
“This is a wonderful example of our ongoing commitment to improving our 
communities, especially when our help is most needed.” 
The library staff is also excited about the coming changes.   Carolyn Ryan 
Reed, the Director of East Orange Public Library said: “We see the renovation 
of the library’s Toddler Area as an opportunity to focus on early literacy for 
young children and their families, particularly new parents, in the coming year.” 
This project has been made possible made possible by the generosity of many 
donors who supported the League’s 95th anniversary gala in 2008, and by the 
continuing support of Junior League volunteers.   
It is part of an ongoing partnership between East Orange Public Library and the 
Junior League. JLOSH volunteers will continue to support the library by 
donating books and hosting literacy programs at the library.   
Last year, as a separate project, JLOSH spruced up East Orange Public 
Library’s Franklin Branch with fresh paint, furniture, artwork and furnishings and 
equipment, plus over 600 new children’s books, creating a welcoming 
environment for local children to do homework, study, relax and enjoy a host of 
after school activities. 
 

 

East Orange 
Public Library 
Director, Carolyn 
Reed Ryan (2nd 
left) and librarian 
Christal Blue (left) 
accept the grant 
check from the 
Junior League of 
the Oranges and 
Short Hills 
President, 
Elizabeth Duncan 
Pederson (2nd 
right) and Helen 
Lynas (right). 

 

 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
January 

 
Tues 5, 7.30pm 
Board-Provisionals Social,  
Jane Carano’s house, 
24 Meadowbrook Road 
Short Hills 
 
Tues 5, 7.30-8.30pm 
EOPL Committee Meeting,  
Melanie Hoffmann’s home 
262 Melrose Place 
S Orange 
 
Tues 12, 7pm 
EOPL Committee Meeting 
JLOSH building 
 
Tues 12, 7pm 
Provisionals Meeting,  
JLOSH building 
Social followed by meeting  
at 7.30pm 
 
Weds 13, 7pm 
Board Meeting 
JLOSH building 
 
Weds 20, 7pm 
GMM Social,  
Giorgio's Restaurant,  
52 Vose Ave,  
South Orange 
Followed by meeting  
at 7.30pm 
 
Fri & Sat 29-30 
AJLI Winter Leadership  
Conference 
 
Sat 30, 1pm 
Children’s Theater Event,  
If You Give a Pig a 
Pancake…  
Millburn Middle School 
25 Old Short Hills Rd 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Ladies, 
 

I hope this letter finds you happy and 
healthy this holiday season. As you can see 
we are initiating a new e-format for this issue 
of The New View Newsletter.  This is an 
experiment that while not replacing all of our 
issues will greatly cut costs.  We haven't said 
goodbye to tradition all together, though, and 
will be printing again on a regular basis. 
Please take a look and let us know how you 
feel about it. 

 
It has been a full and rewarding fall season with JLOSH.  All of our 

members have been busy working hard in keeping with our mission…… 
Promoting Volunteerism :   
We have held several Done-a-Day projects at our community partners, the 
East Orange Public Library and the South Orange elementary schools.  The 
children have thoroughly enjoyed the storytimes and crafts as we promote 
not only early literacy but volunteerism and sharing with others.   Our own 
book, “The Littlest Volunteer”, is a bit hit with our partners but also with our 
fellow Junior Leagues nationwide who have purchased copies and 
implemented our program in their communities.   In addition, we are in the 
running for an major AJLI award for this project and will get the news at the 
Annual Conference in the spring. 
 
Developing the Potential of Women : 
We have had a Fundraising Training and are having Dr. Mimi Hull in March 
to train leadership and the general membership on working together 
effectively.  And, of course, our State Public Affairs Committee (SPAC) is 
very busy training an exposing our members to vital issues that affect our 
state, namely, human trafficking, childhood obesity and the need for cord 
blood donations.  We have also sent several members to training sessions 
in Brooklyn held by the Organizational Development Institute and AJLI 
National Conferences.   
 
Improving our Communities:  
We handed over our $40,000 donation to the East Orange Public Library 
that we raised at our 95th Anniversary Gala.  This money is going to 
improving a Junior’s Library section devoted to our littlest readers.  
Construction has started and we expect to see great results in the spring.  
 

 Spring looks to be jam packed with fun and activities as we revisit 
our Strategic Plan as out small group meetings in February.  But we are not 
all work as we have some fabulous fundraisers, If You Give a Pig a 
Pancake  in January and the Chips for Charity in March.   

 
We have much to be thankful for and the your JLOSH  is thankful to 

have such a wonderful group of accomplished and caring women.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER  cont…  
 
 
February 
 
Mon 1, 7.30-8.30pm 
EOPL Committee Meeting 
JLOSH building 
 
Tues 2, 7-9pm 
Provisionals Meeting  
JLOSH building 
Social followed by  
meeting at 7.30pm 
 
Mon 8,  
New View deadline 
 
Weds 10, 7.30-9.30pm 
Board Meeting 
JLOSH building 
 
Tues 23, 9.30-11.30am 
Small Group Meeting 1 
Sustainer House 
 
Weds 24,  
9.30-11.30am & 7.30pm 
Small Group Meetings 2 & 3 
Sustainer House 
 
 
 
March 
 
Tues 2, 7-9pm 
2008/9 & 2009/10 Provisionals  
Social followed by  
meeting at 7.30pm 
Laura Overdeck’s house 
35 Kenilworth Drive, Short Hills 
 
Mon 8, 7.30-8.30pm 
EOPL Committee Meeting 
 
Tues 9, 7-9pm 
Provisionals Meeting,  
JLOSH building 
Social followed by  
meeting at 7.30pm 
 
Weds 10, 7.30-9pm 
Board Meeting, JLOSH building 
 
Fri 12, 7.30pm 
Major Fundraiser 
Chips for Charity 
Maplewood Country Club 
 

 

Sincerely, 
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TRAINING, MEETINGS & SOCIAL 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The social element of JLOSH 
General Membership Meetings 
are always a lot of fun. The 
January meeting will be at 
Giorgio's Ristorante in South 
Orange, when we will welcome 
our two local assemblywomen as 
guest speakers. 
 
In February we are having small 
group meetings, be held at 
Sustainer homes. Look out for 
details in email blasts and on 
jlosh.org. 
 
Meanwhile, we hope you enjoy 
sharing these memories from the 
October ‘Happy Halloween’ GMM, 
the November GMM at Restaurant 
MC in Millburn and the JLOSH 
Around the World Holiday Party, 
at the South Orange home of 
President, Elizabeth Duncan 
Pederson. 
 

 
 

Trainings, Meetings and Social News  
By Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Solgan and Julie Liepold, 
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 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2009/10

  
Meet the Committee Chairs   
 
 

 

 
 

The Littlest Volunteers Co-Chairs 
 
Karen Hartshorn Hilton  lives in South Orange with her four daughters and husband, 
Jim. After joining the Junior League in 1987, she was a member in Boston, Brooklyn 
and Chicago before transferring to JLOSH, where highlights include participating in 
the JL Strategic Planning process, helping in fundraising and Community Council 
including advocacy efforts. She has nothing but praise for the amazing committee 
who are reading and facilitating community projects with 2nd graders of the 
Maplewood South Orange School District. .Karen has a BA in Sociology from William 
Smith College and a Masters of Public Administration from the University of 
Massachusetts.   
 
 
Maura Bigelow 
Maura Bigelow joined the league in the fall of 2005. Originally from the suburbs of 
NYC, Maura moved to Maplewood from Charlottesville, Virginia where she now lives 
with her husband and two children. She works part time for an online education 
company. Prior to becoming TLV Co-chair, Maura was a nominating advisor for two 
year. 
 

 

Children’s Theater Event Chair 
 
Robin Peacock   grew up in Central Florida, and moved to the Northeast after going 
to law school at Villanova.  She works in the Tax Controversy group at Deloitte Tax, 
and defends large corporations in IRS audits.  She is also a mom to three fun and 
energetic boys:  Ben (8), Henry (4), and Teddy (1).  Robin joined JLOSH three years 
ago, after researching opportunities to volunteer with her sons.  After one introductory 
phone call from Elizabeth Pederson, she was hooked!  She especially loves that 
there are so many opportunities to contribute, learn, and grow through the League. 
 
 

 

 

Major Fundraiser Co-Chairs 
 
During her five years with the Junior League, Sheila McClure  has worked on 
fundraising and community project committees.  She lives in Short Hills with husband 
Rob and daughter Kate, 5.  Before becoming a stay at home Mom and professional 
volunteer Sheila worked for Oracle Corporation, selling financial solutions 
software.  She enjoys reading, tennis, and football, spending time with family, and 
sharing a great meal and a good bottle of wine with friends.  She is excited to be 
working on this year’s new fundraiser with friend Claudia McIntyre and a great group 
of women on the committee. 
 
Claudia McIntyre  has been a member of JLOSH for six years, serving as a 
committee member on Junior’s Closet, Done in a Day, and Children’s Best Interest.  
Claudia resides in Short Hills with husband, John, and their three children, Matthew 
(6), Kevin (5), and Kate (3).  She is also actively involved with Christ Church Nursery 
School, St. Rose of Lima Church, and Hartshorn elementary school. Claudia 
graduated from Syracuse University and prior to starting a family, worked as the 
Director of Special Events and Marketing for the Hudson River Club Inc. in New York 
City.  She greatly enjoys traveling, cooking, exercising, reading and most importantly, 
spending time with friends and family. 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2009/10

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Provisional Training Co-Chairs  
 
Marianne Connor  graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University 
of Delaware and an MBA from Drexel University and lives with husband Tim and son 
Ben in Millburn. Since joining JLOSH in 2002, Marianne has worked on the first WOV 
luncheon, the 90th Anniversary Gala and co-chaired the WOV luncheon in 2005. After 
serving on the board for two and a half years as Recording Secretary - with a second 
placement as New View Editor - Marianne joined forces with Jane Carano, co-chairing 
the Trainings/Meetings/Social Committee first, and then spending the last two years 
co-chairing the Provisional Committee. 
 
Jane Carano joined the Junior League in her home town of Washington, DC in 1993 
while working on Capitol Hill, and when she and husband Mark moved to Chicago, 
Baltimore, London and then Short Hills, transferred to the league in each area. Jane 
served on JLOSH’s Women of Vision committee and on the Board in membership for 2 
years before teaming with Marianne Connor to co-chair the Trainings/Meetings/Social 
committee. They are now in their second year co-chairing the Provisional Committee. 
 While not doing JLOSH work, Jane is a stay at home mom to Michael (7) and Emily 
(4).  She also volunteers at the Glenwood School, Christ Church Nursery School and 
St. Rose. 
 

 

 
 

Trainings, Meetings & Social Co-Chairs 
 
Michelle Solgan  lives in South Orange with her husband, Chris and their one-year-old 
son Jack.  She previously worked in product management at American Express and 
JPMorganChase, and is currently taking on a new challenge as a stay at home mom.  
Her interests include live music, cooking, and spending time with her family and 
friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Liepold  joined the Junior League of the Oranges and Short Hills in 2007. She 
resides in Millburn with her husband Derek Martin and their two-year-old daughter 
Allegra. Julie is Principal of Liepold Design Group LLC (established 2004).  She is an 
Interior Designer (NY School of Interior Design, AAS) and a Certified Appraiser of fine 
and decorative arts (New York University, MA Art History and Arts Administration). 
 

 
 

Public Relations Chair 
 
Liz Harter  is from the Windy City and still misses Chicago-style pizza.  She and her 
husband, Marcelo, have enjoyed living in the diverse cities of New York, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Toronto before settling in Maplewood six years ago.  They have two 
children, Sophia and Matthew, and are expecting their third child in April.  Prior to 
having children, Liz had jobs in economic consulting, government education policy and 
institutional research at the University of Toronto.  In her free time, Liz enjoys reading, 
especially a good mystery, and modest attempts at cooking. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

By Melanie Hoffmann, Community VP 
 
This fall, we hosted several great Done in a Day programs in our community that I would like to highlight:  

·  The Littlest Volunteer Reading at the East Orange Public Library, October 24 
·  Thanksgiving Basket Assembly at Elmwood Presbyterian Church, East Orange, November 21 
·  Winter Storytime and Craft DIAD at East Orange Public Library, December 5 

With each event we learned something new about ourselves, our community partners, and the impact we can make 
in our community—now and in the future.  We enjoyed seeing familiar and new faces from the League, and 
encourage you to continue to support our community events and projects throughout the year. 
Many thanks go to Maura Bigelow, Julie Lorber, Ridie Markensen, Katherine Eklund, and Sock Wang for organizing 
these events!  
 

 

 

 

 
 

By Sock Wang 
The East Orange Public Library Committee kicked off its year with 
a very successful Winter Storytime on Saturday, December 5th.  
Forty children attended the event, which included a reading of 
several snow-themed stories and some great winter crafts. This 
program is part of our committee’s ongoing efforts to promote 
early childhood literacy in partnership with the EOPL. 
 
The children were enthusiastic and had big smiles on their faces 
as they decorated their own wooden frames to take home and 
spread glue and glitter far and wide! Each child also received a 
free copy of the book Snowballs by Lois Ehlert, which included a 
handout for the parents on the importance of reading to your 
child. Many parents asked when we would be holding another 
storytime. Finally, as if on cue, the afternoon culminated with the 
first real snow of the season!   
 
The committee would like to thank all of the volunteers who 
helped to prepare materials and assist on the day of the event. 

Winter Storytime   
 

JLOSH in Action in our Community 

By Robin Peacock, Chikdren’s Theater Event Chair 
It’s not too late to buy your tickets to If You Give a Pig a Pancake & Other 
Story Books, our Children’s Theater Event fundraiser.  This year, 
Theatreworks USA will be performing a collection of mini-musicals based on 
popular children’s books.  The show is scheduled for Saturday, January 30th 
at 1 p.m. at Millburn Middle School.  It promises to be great fun for all ages!   
 
At the show, we will be raffling away two $25 gift certificates to the Millburn 
Diner, so you can enjoy heaps of delicious pancakes!   
 
Even if you can’t make the show, you can still donate tickets.  The Children’s 
Theater Event committee is partnering with the Community Council to 
donate tickets to patrons of the East Orange Public Library. 
 
Tickets cost $12 in advance, or $15 at the door.  For more information about 
the show, please call Robin Peacock at 973.763.4723, or email her at 
RobinPeacock@comcast.net. 
Target is the national sponsor of this production. 
 

Still Time to Buy Tickets for January Show 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 
 
The Littlest Volunteers Keeps Busy! 

 

 

Keep those Books!!!  
For East Orange Public Library Committee’s Used Boo k Drive 

In May 2010, the Library will be holding its annual book sale to raise funds for the Library.  If you or a friend or family 
member have gently used books that you would like to donate to the sale, please put them aside and save them for 
us!  In the new year, the EOPL Committee will send out information about the book collection for the benefit of the 
Library.   

 
 

By Maura Bigelow. TLV Co-Chair 
 
The Littlest Volunteers (TLV) committee has been keeping busy over 
the fall months. Co-chair, Karen Hartshorn Hilton, coordinated JLOSH 
members to read the book to all 2nd grade classes at the Tuscan 
elementary school in Maplewood. Students enjoyed hearing the story 
and discussing what it means to be a volunteer. Next, the classes will 
plan and implement a community service project of their choice. Over 
the coming months, the committee will execute similar programs in 
each of the South Orange and Maplewood elementary schools. 
Matters Magazine featured this project in its current holiday issue. 
The TLV committee also hosted a ‘done-in-a-day’ event at the East 
Orange Public Library in October. After a book reading by our very 
own president, Elizabeth Duncan Pederson, we had the children 
make handmade bookmarks to be distributed to senior citizen patrons 
of the library.  
The committee has also been diligently working on getting the book 
into local bookstores and neighboring Junior Leagues. This month 
alone we’ve sold the book at the Summit JL and the NYC holiday 
bazaar.  
Stay tuned for details next month about an exciting TLV contest for 
local children. And, as always, please consider purchasing The 
Littlest Volunteers as a holiday gift! You can contact the main office if 
you wish to do so.  

 

All the Fun of the Holiday Book Fair 
The Junior League partnered with Barnes & Noble for a holiday Book Fair on December 13th and 14th.  At the fair, 
members of the Children’s Theater Event Committee read books from the upcoming production of If You Give a 
Pig a Pancake & Other Story Books, and provided activity pages for children to color.  During the fair, members 
were able to take care of their holiday shopping needs, while also benefiting the Junior League.  B&N donated a 
portion of the proceeds from the two day event to JLOSH. 
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JLOSH LOOKS TO 2014 
 

 
Planning Strategy for a Successful Future 

                                           …and how you can help 
 

by Laura Overdeck 
President-elect/Chair, Strategic Planning Committee 

 
 
 
It seems like every year goes by faster and faster.  Lo and behold, nearly five years have passed since we updated 
our strategic plan, and the time has come to do it again.   
 
With both our community work and our membership needs at crossroads, this is the perfect time to look at our 
service area’s needs, our members’ talents, and the best way to fit them together.  Best of all, this new plan will carry 
us through JLOSH’s one hundredth anniversary! 
 
So: how do we do it?  It requires community research  (external focus), the membership survey  (internal focus), 
and small-group discussions  in place of the February GMM (both internal and external in focus).  We need to 
learn about ourselves and our community neighbors, then sift through the learnings to see what JLOSH can and 
should accomplish these next five years. 
 
By now you’re surely begging for a PowerPoint diagram of this.  Well, you’re in luck!  Here’s a map of our process: 
 

 
 
 
All of this will be magically compiled into a plan by our newly formed Strategic Planning Committee .  They will 
synthesize the findings and develop goals that make sense for our chapter.  A big thank you in advance to our 
visionary volunteers who have stepped up to the plate! 
 

Sara Agress  Karen Hilton   Ridie Markenson 
Toni Fraser  Shelly Oliver Hollis  Michelle Shapard 
Liz Harter  Julie Lorber   Kiyana Stansbury 
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JLOSH LOOKS TO 2014 

 
 
 
 
For everyone else, we have invited all our actives to participate in the community research, by reaching out to 
friends and contacts and asking them about community impact (see sidebar).  A reminder to each of you to do 
your community interview and send in your findings!   We need them by the beginning of January so our 
committee can get to work.   
 
Sustainers, we would love to have your input on this as well, as you have the richness of experience and depth of 
contacts to bring real kernels of wisdom to us.  Again, please reach out to Laura if you’d like to get involved. 
 
Thank you to all for your interest, and stay tuned for more! 
 
 

 
****************************   

 

 
How to Get Involved! 
  
As noted above, we'd like each and every active – and sustainers, too! – to identify and interview 
someone in the community about community needs and true impact.  If possible, your targets 
many have thoughts about how JLOSH can best contribute.   
 
Your target interviewee could be... 
  

•  Someone in the trenches: a regular volunteer at a hospital, soup kitchen, etc. 
•  Someone who works at a nonprofit 
•  A clergy person whose church, temple, etc. offers services to the needy 
•  A state or local employee in a service-oriented agency 
•  The author of a relevant book or documentary 
  

…and so on.  Once you've identified someone relevant, put on your Barbara Walters hat and go for it.  
Reach out to that person – a phone call, lunch, drinks – to talk about the following questions: 

  
•  What are the biggest needs that you see? 
•  What initiatives have you seen that have really had an impact? 
•  On the flip side, what doesn't have an impact? 
•  Finally, what is the most useful thing that a group like JLOSH should be doing?   

   
You can then type up your learnings directly in an email and send to Laura Overdeck at 
loverdeck@yahoo.com.  Please feel free to interview more than one person.  The more input we get, the 
more learnings will emerge.  We are looking for those common themes that will help us develop our new 
direction.  
 
We need 50-60 interviews  to make this exercise work , so please take a few minutes to reach 
out and speak to someone in the community. 
 
 

 

Kudos to Our Amazing Fundraising Team 
Thank you to the entire fundraising council for all their hard work to obtain sponsors for this year’s 
fundraising events.  We are lucky to have people, Claudia McIntyre for example, that pour their heart 
and soul into making sure that we have money to continue our community work!  In these tough 
financial times, sponsors are hard to come by, but the recipients of JLOSH's generosity need us now 
more than ever! 
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PROVISIONAL CLASS 2009/10 

 

 
Meet the Provisional Class of 2009-2010  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amy Ballou , her husband Mike 
and their children Madison (7) 
and Michael (6) live in 
Maplewood. Amy is a teacher 
who attended the University of 
South Florida and is originally 
from St. Petersburg, Florida. She 
enjoys volunteering with Oak 
Knoll School in Summit. 
 
Living in Short Hills with her 
husband, Jonathan and their son 
Ari (6), Julia Bersch  is originally 
from Pittsburgh. She attended 
Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges. A stay-at-home mom, 
she spends most of her free time 
volunteering at her son’s school, 
Glenwood School in Short Hills.  
 
Kelly Bair , a South Orange 
resident with her husband 
Randall, is a well-traveled 
woman, having lived in Florida, 
Georgia, Connecticut and now 
New Jersey. Kelly attended the 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
and the Unversity of Florida and 
works as a Sensory Scientist. 
She volunteers with the Greater 
Princeton Phi Mu Alumna with a 
concentration on CMN projects. 
In her free time, she enjoys 
running, sports, crafts, home 
improvement and travel.  
 
A life-long East Orange resident, 
Chesney Blue  attended Howard 
University and works as a 
Registered Dietician. She 

volunteers with the New Jersey 
Dietetic Association as the Public 
Policy Chair and as coordinator 
of a church-based initiative – the 
Body & Soul Wellness Program. 
Chesney enjoys health, wellness, 
literacy and the arts.  
 
Originally from Brooklyn, 
Monique Bostic , her husband 
Kevin and their 11 and 8 year old 
sons call Maplewood home. A 
social worker, Monique attended 
St. Francis College in Brooklyn 
and Kean University. She 
volunteers with the PTA at her 
son’s school, Clinton Elementary 
in Maplewood. She enjoys 
traveling, trying new recipes and 
home decorating.  
 
Catrin (Cate) Edell , her husband 
Gregg and their daughter 
Morgan (20 months) call Short 
Hills their home. Currently a stay-
at-home mom, Cate used to work 
at the Guggenheim Museum in 
education. She is originally from 
San Francisco, attended 
Dartmouth College and has lived 
in New York City. Cate enjoys 
art, reading and travel. 
 
A Short Hills resident, Maggie 
Franklin  and her husband Chris 
have two children, Libby (22 
months) and Henry (2 months). 
Maggie is originally from St. 
Louis, MO and attended Boston 
College. She enjoys reading, 

shopping, eating out and fun 
vacations! 
 
Living in West Orange with her 
husband Ronald and their two 
children (15, 17), Courtney 
Glover  is a life-long New Jersey 
resident. Courtney attended 
Rider University and the New 
Jersey City University and works 
in education. She enjoys reading, 
running and child advocacy. 
 
Zanetta Glover , her husband 
Troy, and their 7 year old child 
live in West Orange. Working in 
insurance and financial services, 
Zanetta is originally from Albany 
and attended the University of 
Rochester. She volunteers with 
the Delta Sigma Theta Alumna 
Chapter, the Duffrette Golf 
League, and the Big Sister 
Program. Zanetta enjoys running 
in her free time.  
 
Stephanie Herbert  lives with her 
husband John and their children 
Melanie (7) and Matthew (3 ½) in 
Short Hills. She received her B.E. 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute. Originally from Staten 
Island, Stephanie previously 
lived in Hoboken and worked as 
a bond analyst. She enjoys 
crafts, photography and dance 
and works as a volunteer at her 
daughter’s school, Glenwood 
School in Short Hills. 

 
 
 
 
 
From left to right: Zanetta Glover, Chesney Blue, 
Stephanie Hebert, Kim Shannon, Maggie Franklin, Mauri 
Myers-Solages, Kim Walls, Cate Edell, Jenny Tokar, 
Connie, Kulikowski, Christine Lassiter, Kara Tomko, 
Amy Ballou, Julia Bersch, Sandy LoPiccolo, Monique 
Bostic.  Missing from photo - Kelly Bair, Elizabeth 
Houghton, Courtney Glover, Leah Ward. 

Submitted by Jane Carano and Marianne Connor 
Provisional Committee Co-Chairs 
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PROVISIONAL CLASS 2009/10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Herbert  lives with her 
husband John and their children 
Melanie (7) and Matthew (3 ½) in 
Short Hills. She received her B.E. 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute. Originally from Staten 
Island, Stephanie previously 
lived in Hoboken and worked as 
a bond analyst. She enjoys 
crafts, photography and dance 
and works as a volunteer at her 
daughter’s school, Glenwood 
School in Short Hills. 
 
Elizabeth Houghton  and her 
husband Brett live in Short Hills 
with their three boys (6, 6, and 
3). She is originally from New 
Jersey and attended the 
University of Pennsylvania. She 
worked in management 
consulting.  
 
Connie Kulikowski  moved from 
West New York, NJ to Millburn 
where she lives with her 
husband, Jeff, Madeline (2) and 
William (4 months).  Connie is 
originally from Metuchen, 
attended Cornell University and 
NYU and works in consulting. 
She enjoys travel and cooking.  
 
Christine Lassiter  and her 
husband Jay live in Millburn and 
have two boys, Jordan (15) and 
Christopher (12). Christine is 
currently a realtor with Coldwell 
Banker but previously worked as 
an art curator with the NYC 
Public Art/Architecture Program. 
Originally from Maplewood, 
Christine did her undergraduate 
work at Smith College and 
received an MBA/MA in Business 
and Arts Management from NYU. 
Christine also volunteers with the 
North Jersey Jack and Jill of 
America. Her hobbies include 

tennis, art/antiques appraisal, 
skiing and travel.  
 
Sandy LoPiccolo  lives in 
Maplewood with her husband, 
Matt, and their two children, Ellie 
(4) and Maddie (15 months). 
Sandy is originally from East 
Windsor, New Jersey, and 
attended Hamilton College in 
Clinton, New York. A freelance 
television news producer and 
stay-at-home mom, Sandy also 
volunteers as Registrar at 
Morrow Memorial Preschool in 
Maplewood. She enjoys writing 
and running. 
 
Mauri Myers-Solages  lives in 
Maplewood with her husband 
Ralph and their two sons, Julian 
(5) and Jonah (3). A Corporate 
Giving Manager, Mauri is also a 
volunteer with the PTA at Clinton 
Elementary School in 
Maplewood. She is originally 
from Kansas City and attended 
Brandeis University. In her free 
time, Mauri enjoys photography. 
 
Kim Shannon , her husband 
Rodney, and their three children, 
Shane (7), Cole (5) and Kailee 
(1) live in Somerset. She works 
as a skin consultant and 
attended Farleigh Dickenson 
University. Kim is originally from 
Orange and volunteers with 
Mocha Moms and with the PTO 
at her children’s school, Cedar 
Hill Prep. Her interests include 
running, skin care and 
entertaining. 
 
Jennifer (Jenny) Tokar  and her 
husband Andrew live in Short 
Hills with their two boys Ethan (7) 
and William (6). A stay-at-home 
mom, Jenny is involved with 

Glenwood School activities. She 
is originally from Chicago and 
attended St. Norbert College in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin.  
 
A Millburn resident, Kara 
Tomko , her husband Rich and 
their two daughters, Isabel (3) 
and Isla (18 months) recently 
moved from Jersey City where 
she was active in local politics 
and their Neighborhood 
Association. Originally from 
Baltimore, Kara attended Wesley 
College and was a technology 
product manager before 
becoming a stay-at-home mom. 
She enjoys fundraising, politics 
and ‘child-free’ socializing! 
 
Kimberly (Kim) Walls  lives in 
Short Hills with her husband 
Geoff and their two children, 
Kendal (3 ½) and Emery (18 
months). A stay-at-home mom, 
Kim attended SMU and 
graduated with a degree in 
advertising and film. Another 
well-traveled woman, she moved 
to Short Hills from Dallas, but has 
lived in Oklahoma, California, 
Connecticut, New York City, 
Scotland, New Mexico and 
Louisiana. Kim volunteers with 
The Connection in Summit and 
enjoys reading, art projects, film 
and advertising.  
 
Leah Ward  and her husband, 
Christopher, live in Springfield. 
Leah is a customer services 
manager for an aerospace 
company. A graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy, 
she is originally from Springfield 
but has also lived in San Diego 
and Newport. She enjoys 
swimming and reading

.   
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SUSTAINERS’ NEWS   
 

 
Out and about with JLOSH sustainers…  

 
By Regina Cariddi, Sustainer Representative 

 
      New Eyes for the Needy  
 

 
 
�
  
 

 
 
                                   
                                  Sprucing Up the Meditative Garden 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Earlier in the month, more than a dozen Sustainers spent a 
morning at the Montclair Art Museum learning about Cézanne 
and the development of American Modernism. Art Historian 
Jayne Warman offered an informative lecture and great insight 
into the works of Cézanne and how he influenced many other 
artists and early American collectors.  After the lecture the group 
enjoyed touring the special Cézanne exhibition, presented in 
collaboration with The Baltimore Museum of Art.  Cézanne and 
American Modernism  included an intimate display of between 
10-15 key paintings and works on paper by Cézanne.  It was an 
enlightening morning and terrific to see so many Sustainers enjoy 
the event together. 
 

                 A Morning Out at the Montclair Art Museum 

 

 

 

A group of committed Sustainers got together with past 
and present JLOSH Presidents on November 13 to 
sort eye glasses at New Eyes for the Needy in 
Millburn.  Over coffee and pastries we helped this 
wonderful organization in their efforts to send not only 
eye glasses to the needy but sunglasses to our U.S. 
Troops overseas.  Well done!  

Sustainer Emeritus Joan Daeschler , 
Elizabeth Pederson and Sustainer Kathy Nye 

 

Jean Gajano , Community 
Relations Coordinator for 
New Eyes and Sustainer 

Emeritus Millicent Denton  

 

On Thursday October 29th several Sustainers 
and a few dedicated Actives donned gardening 
gear and spent time pruning, weeding and 
raking the meditative garden to prepare it for the 
winter sleep.  The garden is a very special place 
and has great meaning to our membership.  
Each spring the garden is filled with beautiful 
lilac, pretty roses and is a welcoming place to 
visit. Hope you'll stop by to enjoy it.    
 
In the photo: Sustainers, Regina Cariddi, Ann 
Wiss and Rhoda Harris 
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 SUSTAINERS’ NEWS 
 

 

 
 
 Mitten Tree Luncheon 
 
 A sincere thank you to Sustainer Julie Nortillo for hosting the Mitten Tree Luncheon in her beautiful home!  We had a 
wonderful turnout and everyone was able to relax and socialize with fellow JLOSHers!  
 

 

 
Membership Update 
by Sara D'Andrea, Membership VP 

 
Your Membership Council would like to send out a big thank you to all our members for everything you do.  We would 
not be the League we are today without all of your involvement.  Please keep in mind that a requirement of your 
membership is to attend a minimum of six GMM's and one DIAD.   Our wonderful Meetings and Trainings Committee 
continues to come up with fun and informative meetings each month.  We look forward to seeing you there, but if you 

cannot attend, please remember to contact your Advisor.   
 
Our fearless Provisional Co-Chairs are also hard at work training the newest members of our JLOSH family - 20 
strong!  I want to urge everyone to try and bring a new friend into our League during the next year.  You'll be glad you 
did! 
 
The final component of Membership, the Nominating Committee, is in the process of slating positions for the 
2010/2011 year.  Please consider a year of leadership.  Tell your Advisor where you are interested in volunteering 
and remember - it is up to all of us! 
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STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

 
SPAC & Cord Blood Donations 

 
By Kate Lee, Chairman of Junior League of NJ SPAC 

 
 
 

When a child is born, and there is a new life 
amongst us, it’s amazing to think that this 
new life can also save a life, and do so by 
using what is mostly considered to be 
medical waste.   It’s true; in many hospitals 
in New Jersey new mothers can donate their 
baby’s umbilical cord blood for free before it 
is thrown in the trash, and save those 
suffering from Leukemia, Sickle Cell Anemia 
and around 70 other diseases.  Cord blood is 
rich in stem cells, and offers greater benefits 
than bone marrow transplants to recipients 
since the cells are “naïve” – which means 
that these immature cells easily adapt to the 
new host and there is less rejection and less 
need for long term anti-rejection medication.  
 
SPAC has worked on the issue of Cord Blood Donation 
for many years; supporting the legislation that required 
doctors to notify their patients about the option to donate 
their baby’s cord blood, helping to raise awareness 
about donations, and now researching new legislation to 
ensure the New Jersey Cord Blood Bank (NJCBB) 
survives.    
 
In October, SPAC held its monthly meeting at the 
NJCBB in Allendale, Bergen County.  We toured the lab 
and met all the incredible people who keep this program 
running.  We saw a video that had been produced to 
help inform the public on how easy it is to donate 
umbilical cord blood.  Eyes were being wiped as we saw 
a young mother, whose infant son had been saved by a 
cord blood donation after he was diagnosed with a rare 
and usually fatal disease in infancy, describe her 
gratitude for the donation of cord blood.   Making a 
donation is free and confidential, and with 30,000 
patients diagnosed each year with diseases that could 
be cured with a cord blood donation, the need is evident.  
 
During SPAC’s visit we also met Assemblywoman 
Connie Wagner, with whom we plan to work with on 

issues relating to Childhood Obesity.  She also has 
concerns about the future of the NJCBB, and has 
proposed legislation to increase the cost of getting a 
birth certificate by a few dollars, which could go to the 
long-term support of this facility.  SPAC is currently 
researching this legislation.  
 
The NJCBB is especially in need of a greater diversity of 
donations, covering all ethnicities and backgrounds.  
Each donation is carefully studied for suitability to go into 
the bank, where donations can be stored for an indefinite 
amount of time.  Donations that are not viable for 
storage can be used in research for cerebral palsy, 
diabetes, MS, Parkinson’s, and HIV/AIDS.  Research is 
endorsed by the AMA, AAP (American Academy of 
Pediatrics) and faith-based organizations.   
 
 
For more information on Cord Blood Donations 
speak to your SPAC Delegate or contact the New 
Jersey Cord Blood Bank at Community Blood 
Services at 866-SAV-CORD (866-728-2673) or at 
www.communitybloodservices.org . 
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COMMUNICATIONS NEWS 
 

 

 

 
 

Giving is Free with 
Goodsearch.com 

 
Whenever you are online, 
please remember you can 
support JLOSH if you do your 
internet searches on 
Goodsearch.com !   
 
JLOSH earns a penny every 
time you search the internet 
with GoodSearch.  
 
Powered by Yahoo!, it works 
as well as any other search 
engines.  
 
The pennies add up: 500 
people searching four times a 
day yields around $7,300 in a 
year.  
 
Just go to GoodSearch and be 
sure to enter Junior League - 
Oranges and Short Hills as the 
charity you want to support.  
 
Tell your friends and family! It's 
an easy way to fundraise. 
 

New View, New Format  
By Helen Lynas, Communications Council Chair 

 
For many of you, this issue of New View will be landing in your inbox instead of your mailbox. I hope you enjoy 
the electronic format, which means we can share all our news more promptly and in glowing color while being 
environmentally friendly too! Most importantly, it significantly reduces our printing and mailing costs, so JLOSH 
funds can be spent where they are most needed.  
 
Please remember to send in your submissions for the Spring issue of New View in by Monday, February 8 . If 
you would like to include a photo, be sure to make it high-resolution. This allows us to use it in print, not only in 
JLOSH publications but in local newspapers too. Send your submissions to Helen Lynas, 
helenlynas@gmail.com.    
 
Meanwhile, you can find the latest updates, news about our programs and a wealth of other league information 
at  jlosh.org .   

Did you know that JLOSH members can now advertise i n the New View? – a great way to tell 
others about items for sale or services offered while supporting our organization. Rates range from 
$15-$100.  For details, please contact Helen Lynas. 
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105 Main Street 
Millburn, NJ  07041�

 

Phone: 973-379-9655 
Fax: 973-379-2811�

Email: jlosh1913@gmail.com 
www.jlosh.org  

 

Chips for Charity  
           - Dealing Out Fun!  
 

By Committee Co-Chairs Claudia McIntyre 
and Sheila McClure 

 
The Major Fundraising Committee has kicked 
planning into high gear for the upcoming Chips 
for Charity  event to be held at the Maplewood 
Country Club on Friday March 12th at 7:30pm. 
 
Start the evening with live jazz and a cocktail 
and then let the dice roll at one of the many 
gaming tables professionally managed by Barry 
Herman Entertainment of Livingston. A premium 
open bar, heavy hors d'œuvres, and carving 
stations will keep you going throughout the 
night.  Participate in the Silent Auction and 
50/50 Raffle – all to raise funds for the League.  
 
The committee needs your help  in making this 
night a success: 

·  Mark your calendars – buy tickets and 
plan to attend! 

·  Encourage friends & family to attend in 
support of the League 

·  Extend your relationships with local 
business owners and merchants – ask 
them to be an event sponsor or to 
donate an item for the Silent Auction. 
All you have to do is ask! 

Please keep your eyes out for a Save-the-Date, 
Formal Invitation, and New View updates. If you 
have further questions, please contact 
Committee Co-Chairs Claudia McIntyre 
(claudiamcintyre@comcast.net) or Sheila 
McClure (scmcclure2000@yahoo.com). 

 


