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JUNIOR LEAGUE PARTNERS WITH COALITION ON RACE

TO PROMOTE VOLUNTEERISM 
WITH PHOTO

Caption: From left to right are David Wagner of BackPack Pals with JLOSH members Robin Peacock, Margaret Santana, Cate Edell and Kate Lee. 

AREA- January 16, 2012- The Junior League of the Oranges and Short Hills (JLOSH), in partnership with the South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race, along with 20 local community organizations, hosted a Volunteer Fair on Monday, January 16, 2012, as part of the Coalition’s 11th Annual Weekend of Service in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The Volunteer Fair, which followed an interfaith service that took place at Prospect Presbyterian Church in Maplewood, featured numerous "Instant Impact" opportunities allowing participants to immediately give back to those in need in local communities.  About 15 JLOSH volunteers, along with their friends and family, participated in the event, along with an estimated 500 people in attendance.
The “Instant Impact” projects included assembling over 100 weekend backpacks of food for local children through the BackPack Pals program in Maplewood and South Orange; illustrating books for children with severe disabilities for Cerebral Palsy of North Jersey; decorating lunch bags for children in temporary shelters for the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Essex County; stuffing 350 "Backpack Bonus Bags" with mittens, hot cocoa and erasers for local school children who receive weekend backpacks of food from the Community Foodbank of NJ; and creating 100 "Giggle Bags" and get well cards for pediatric patients at Saint Barnabas Medical Center.

Participants also had the opportunity to learn about volunteer opportunities in the area. In addition to JLOSH, representatives were on hand from several organizations including Boy Scouts of America, Family Intervention Services, Sierra House, Court Appointed Special Advocates, and many others.

Finally, participants were encouraged to donate various types of gently used goods, including shoes, books and winter coats. JLOSH sponsored their own summer “wellnessentials” drive, including lip balm, trial sized sunscreen and children’s sunglasses, as part of its new Health & Wellness Initiative. 

“It’s hard to find words that fully express the gratitude, appreciation and sheer pride that we feel for the outstanding results of this year’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration and Weekend of Service,” said Audrey Rowe, Program Director for the South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race. “We are indebted to everyone who participated and attended the event.” 

Katherine Eklund, President of JLOSH, added, “We are grateful to the South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race for giving us the opportunity to partner with them at this year’s Volunteer Fair. It was inspiring to see the turnout and participation by both community organizations and the people who came to volunteer. Our mission is to promote volunteerism in our community and we were honored to be a part of this worthwhile event.” 
The South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race is a nationally recognized, non-profit organization of more than 200 volunteers working to build a community that fully exemplifies thriving racial integration and true inclusion in housing patterns, schools, businesses and community involvement. For more information, visit www.twotowns.org or call 973-761-6116.

Every year, JLOSH members work together to tackle critical needs of women and children in our area. JLOSH provides service to the communities of East Orange, Orange, South Orange, West Orange, Livingston, Maplewood, Millburn, Short Hills and Springfield. Founded in 1913, JLOSH reaches out to women of all races, religions and national origins. Its purpose is purely educational and charitable. To learn more about JLOSH, visit our website at www.JLOSH.org or find us on Facebook. 
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