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Caption: Pictured from left to right are DYFS Director Kara Wood; Executive Director Paula Sabreen of FAMILYConnections; and JLOSH President Katherine Eklund.
Junior League and FAMILYConnections Celebrate 
Reunified Families at Annual Holiday Event 
EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY – DECEMBER 15, 2011 – Nothing symbolizes the holidays like families coming back together. That’s why today FAMILYConnections and the New Jersey Department of Children and Families (DCF) co-hosted the fifth annual Home for the Holidays event along with support from the Junior League of the Oranges and Short Hills, Inc. (JLOSH). Held annually to celebrate the safe reunification of families who were once separated due to abuse and neglect, reunited families in attendance enjoyed an evening of music, food, face-painting, crafting and holiday gifts.  
“There is no greater gift than to strengthen parents and nurture children so that families can reunite and be safe and whole,” said FAMILYConnections’ Executive Director Paula Sabreen.  “And this year, we couldn’t have recognized those reunifications with Home for the Holidays without the dedicated support of JLOSH.”  JLOSH collected $1500 worth of gifts from its members for the 40 children who attended. In addition, 30 JLOSH volunteers wrapped the gifts, donated the decorations and transformed the Family Success Center of Orange into a wintery wonderland, prepared food baskets for every family, and volunteered at the event. In total, JLOSH donated close to $2500. 
JLOSH President Katherine Eklund added, “JLOSH is always happy to help families in the community. We were thrilled to answer the call to work with FAMILYConnections once again by contributing to their annual holiday party.  Our mission is to provide service to the needs of women and children in our area and we are honored to continue the strong community relationship with FAMILYConnections.”
Through a partnership with DCF, FAMILYConnections’ Reunity House has locations in South Orange, East Orange and Paterson, providing therapeutic supervised visitation and support services to safely reunite healthy families.  

FAMILYConnections is a non-profit counseling and family service agency with more than 30 specialized programs for all ages from infants to seniors.  The agency delivers research-based therapeutic services to improve the quality of life throughout the community by reducing child abuse, drug abuse, gang involvement, and crime; by increasing social and coping skills, school success, and employability; by healing emotional pain and helping individuals and families become strong and independent. For more information, please visit www.familyconnectionsnj.org.

JLOSH has a long history of serving our community with hands-on volunteer work as well as generous grants to community organizations, such as its recent gift of $40,000 to the East Orange Public Library to renovate its Children's Room.

Every year, JLOSH members work together to tackle critical needs of women and children in our area. JLOSH provides service to East Orange, Orange, South Orange, West Orange, Livingston, Maplewood, Millburn, Short Hills and Springfield. Founded in 1913, JLOSH reaches out to women of all races, religions and national origins. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. To learn more about JLOSH, visit our website at www.jlosh.org or find us on Facebook.    
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